PURSUIT RACE        Before the race

Set the course.  A good tip is to set a longish course, as it will stretch the boats out and this makes it easier to count the laps covered by each boat. 

Enter the names and boats onto the PURSUIT RACES form.

BOAT HANDICAPS 

Go to BOAT HANDICAPS form (On Notice Board) for RYA Portsmouth numbers of boats and enter these onto the Race form.  Then go to the P.N Column and find PN of slowest boat in race.

Go across the form until you intersect the slowest boat PN line and the row of dashes (----) in the body of the form.  This will give you the column to use for the race. (i.e. column e for topper) 

 Go down this column and enter in the Boat Hcap column, the different boat handicaps for all other boats in the race.

Now check across the line of the slowest boat to the right hand side of the HANDICAP form and you will see the race duration. (i.e. 65minutes for topper)  (Enter the race duration on the top of the RACE FORM)

That’s the boat handicaps sorted out!

HELM HANDICAPS

Go to the HELM HANDICAPS form (On the notice board) and enter each competitor’s latest handicap in the Helm Hcap column of the RACE Form (Make sure you enter the plus or minus signs as noted!)

Combine the Boat and Helm Hcaps into the Hcap Combined column on the RACE Form.  

 (Now for the only difficult bit): -

If all Combined Handicaps are PLUS, Take the lowest plus value and reduce it to ZERO in the Adjusted Hcap column.  Then reduce all others by the SAME amount.

If any combined Hcaps are MINUS, Take the largest minus value and increase it to ZERO in the Adjusted Hcap Column.  Then increase all others by the SAME amount.
Add the individual Adjusted Hcaps to the race start time to give each competitor a Boat Start Time.

Starting and during the race.

Toot the horn for each competitors start time.

Keep watch during the race and note each competitor’s position as they pass the clubhouse.   (I do this by putting a tick against their entry on the Race form each time they complete a lap)

Give a long blast on the hooter when the race end time is reached.

Race End.

At the end of the race be on the water (Safety Boat?) if you can.  If the lead boats are heading on different tacks towards a mark, delay blowing the horn until the first one has rounded.  It is almost impossible to see which one is nearest the mark when on different tacks.  All other boats can have their positions given on the race end time.

Enter the boats positions onto the Race form with points as noted on the bottom of the race form.

That’s it!
